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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

 

Jai Jinendra! 

What a whirlwind 2017 has already been for us with so many activities 

and so much excitement. First, I’d like to thank Janak Rajani for his hard 

work as president since January 2015 and laying out the ambitious 

agenda that we continue to strive for as an Executive Committee and 

Society. He has truly elevated the game for the Jain Society.  

Now, with the Executive Committee, the Board of Trustees and the 

Temple Committee, we have accomplished and look forward to 

continued amazing events, many of which are shared in this newsletter.  

I highly encourage you to look carefully at the information included and 

reach out to us to share your ideas and interests, and how we can turn 

our “Dreams into Reality.” 

Sincerely, 
Pavan Zaveri 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES & FUNDRAISING TEAM UPDATES 
Dr. Sushil Jain (Chairperson, Board of Trustees & Fund Raising Team Coordinator)  

Sadharmik Brothers and Sisters, Jai Jinendra! 

In last 3-4 months our volunteer teams with support from community has successfully completed two more milestones, (3D 
table top model & virtual tour of our new Temple, and Ground breaking ceremony), towards building our future Jain Center. 
We have drawn attention from not only in America, but around the globe. With help of our well-wishing organizations, we 
will continue to seek variety of resource support. A recent realignment of our Tirthankar murties have energized our families 
in quest of our goals to materialize sooner rather than later. I am grateful to families who sacrificed personal choices for 
greater good of our community. 

Next step: In an effort to raise funds internationally, a delegation of JSMW members needs to embark on journey to India to 
gain Acharya Bhagvants formal blessing for our project followed by visit with potential donors in various cities in India and 
other parts of the world.  Simultaneously, we need to start finalizing Sompura selection process followed by marble selections 
for various parts of our temple. As you can see much detailed work needs to be accomplished.  

Please let me know if you know potential donors and if you are willing to travel to India for 10 days in Oct or Dec 2017 
exclusively for the new temple project. 

 

TEMPLE COMMITTEE UPDATES   
Arvind Shah (Chair, Temple Committee) & Ashok Shah (Construction Committee Lead) 
We have been staying very busy with several important activities during this period, as follows: 

¶ We have received Design Development (DD) construction drawings from NBJ architect and comments will be sent to 
NBJ (architect firm) by first week of August. 

¶ We have also received Temple Design documents from Sompura in India during June.  On July 15 and 16, Construction 
committee members conducted deep-dive review of detail design documents with Rajeshbhai at our Jain Center.  
Rajeshbhai will update the detail design documents once NBJ finalizes their comments on the Temple related design.  

¶ Kitchen design documents have been completed and received.   

¶ A group of JSMW volunteers are working with an A/V consultant  

¶ Our civil engineer has submitted the Site Development Fine Grading Plan to DPIE and received comments on it. Civil 
Engineer has been coordinating with DPIE on resolving some of those comments. We are expecting the plans to be re-
submitted to DPIE by end of July.  After DPIE site plan re-submission, the civil engineer will resume the Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plan for the new Jain Temple.  

This is a three-stage process, Concept phase, Environmental Site design phase and the Final phase.  Obtaining the permit 
from DPIE requires an approval of the final phase. The concept plans were approved in December 2016. Civil Engineer 
has also submitted the plans for the second stage on which we have received comments from PGSCD.  Chinmay (our 
Civil Engineer) plans on addressing these comments following the res-submission of the Site Fine Grading Plans.   

¶ We will need to apply and receive an access permit from MDSHA, since one of our access points is from Ammendale 
Road.  We have been in touch with the district engineer on this and submitted preliminary plans for stormwater and a 
report on it.  We are waiting to receive their response.   

¶ WSSC plans are ready and we will be submitting them to WSSC during August.  Based on our past experience with WSSC, 
the review may go up to 2-3 stages. We will need the technical plan approval from DPIE and final Erosion and Sediment 
Control Plan approval from PGSCD in order to secure a permit from WSSC.  

Anyone interested in providing inputs, please contact Ashok Shah at (703) 946-4417 or Arvind Shah at (301) 461-6761. 
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YOUTH COMMITTEE UPDATES Deesha Ajmera (Vice Chair) & Sara Jain (Events Lead) 

JYOC hosted their first large scale event, a Picnic/Walkathon on July 15. The event was highly successful, with over 120 JSMW 
members in attendance. Through the walkathon, the youth alone were able to walk 36.5 miles in order to raise funds for our 
new temple! JYOC is thankful for the incredible response they had for their first event, and look forward to more successful 
events in the future with the support of the society.  

The next event will be a youth general body meeting and elections for the next year on August 13, from 11:30 am to 12:30 
pm at our Jain Center.  At this meeting, members will be able to learn more about JYOC’s plans for upcoming events and have 
a Q&A session with the current members of the youth committee to learn more about their experience during the past year.   

JYOC board elections for the next academic year will be held at the end of the meeting. If you are interested in becoming a 
part of the JYOC board, please fill out a nomination form on or before August 13 and send it to 
youthadvisor@jainsocietydc.org.  

Thank you so much for your continued support!  

We hope to see you all at our general body meeting on August 13! 

 

 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION CORNER: OUR UNSUNG HEROES 
 

Volunteers are worth their weight in gold.  They share their time and talents without any compensation, so it's crucial 
to acknowledge their contributions and let them know they are valued.  They are critical to the success of our Sangh, 
so we want to make sure that we take the time to thank them for their contributions and continued commitment to 
our Sangh!  

If you know of any individual(s) who you feel should be recognized in this section, please feel free to send their name(s) 
to Volunteers@JainSocietyDC.org any time.  We will recognize you for your submission along with the names of 
volunteers that you have sent us in our next newsletter. 

** Attention Volunteers ** 

As announced in past newsletters, JSMW is now a certifying organization and has been granted the 

authority to administer President’s Voluntary Service Awards to our volunteers.  The President’s Volunteer 

Service Award (PVSA) recognizes, celebrates and holds up as role models Americans making a positive 

impact as engaged and deeply committed volunteers.  The Award enables community organizations – like 

JSMW – to amplify their gratitude by joining with the President of the United States to thank their most 

dedicated volunteers. 

Various award categories include the official PVSA pin, medallion, or coin; a personalized certificate of 

achievement; a congratulatory letter from the President of the United States; or a combination of all the 

above. 

It is important that you track all voluntary hours and send a complete log with detailed information to 
President@JainSocietyDC.org and Volunteers@JainSocietyDC.org email address, as soon as feasible.  We 
will ensure that your hours are entered in the PVSA system and are tracked for reaching various milestones 
that qualifies you to be eligible to receive one of the awards listed above. 

 

mailto:youthadvisor@jainsocietydc.org
mailto:Volunteers@JainSocietyDC.org
mailto:President@JainSocietyDC.org
mailto:Volunteers@JainSocietyDC.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. Paryushan Parva: http://JSMW.Org/paryushan-daslaxan-2017 
 

× Friday, August 18 through Friday, August 25 
We are pleased to announce that Dr. Falguniben Zaveri has kindly 
accepted to grace the Paryushan Parva celebration this year at our 
Jain Center.  During Paryushan Parva, the discourses will be in a mix 
of Hindi, Gujarati and English languages.  Evening Pravachan will be 
followed by Aarti & Mangal Divo.  The programs during the 
Paryushan Parva will be held at the Jain Center except for the 
Swapna Ceremony and Samvatsari Pratikraman.  
 
Snatra Pooja will bbe pefromed everday during the Paryushan at 
the Temple starting at 8:30 am. 
 
During the Paryushan we will serve lunch and dinner at the temple. 
If you wish to participate, please let us know at least 24 hours in 
advance, by online registration on our website 
http://jsmw.org/event/paryushan-2017 or adding your name to the 
spreadsheet at the temple.  If you want to sponsor any of the days 
for Paryushan Swami Vatsalya at the temple, it is $101 a day.  You 
can sponsor any number of days as you wish. If you wish to sponsor 
a day, you can either write your name for the day on the 
spreadsheet at the temple or email your name with the donation 
and days to events@jainsocietydc.org.  

 

× Fixed Nakro for Swapna # 1, 2, 3 and 5 for $601 
We will have fixed nakro of $601 for Swapna Number 1, 2, 3 and 
5 (maximum of three families for each Swapna). If you are 
interested in taking the Swapna please email your name(s), Swapna 
number to events@jainsocietydc.org.  The email has to be received 
by August 18, 2017. 
 
Note: If we receive multiple emails for the same Swapna, then the 
highest among the bidders will receive the Swapna.  If we have only 
one name, then Adesh will be given to the member for $601 and 
they will receive the Swapna. 
 

× Swapna Ceremony on Sunday, 8/20 at 1 pm 
This year, the Swapna Ceremony will be celebrated in Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School located at 7601 Hanover Parkway Greenbelt, 
MD 20770 on Sunday, August 20, 2017.  Swapna Ceremony will 
start at sharp 1 pm with a Lecture by Dr. Falguniben Zaveri followed 
by Swapna boli, Parnu, Aarti, and Mangal Divo.  

Gheeboli will be performed for Swapna #4 (Goddess Laxmi), #9 
(Kalash - Silver Urn), #10 (Padmasarova - Lotus Lake), #11 
(Ratnakar - Ocean), #12 (Dev Viman - Celestial Airplane), #13 (Ratnadhag - Heap of Jewels) and #14 (Nirdhumra Agni 
- Smokeless Fire), including Parnu, Aarti and Mangal Divo at the Swapna Ceremony.  

Paryushan Event Timings 

Daily Snatra Pooja  
Friday, 8/18 through Friday, 8/25  
8:30 am at the Temple  
 

Thursday, 8/17 
(Pre-Paryushan Lecture) 
Evening:  8:00 pm– 9:30 pm  
 

Friday, 8/18  
Lecture 
Morning:  10:30 am– 12:00 pm 
Evening: 8:00 pm– 9:30 pm 
 

Saturday, 8/19  
Lecture 
Morning: 10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Afternoon: 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm  
Bhavana &:  8:00 pm– 9:30 pm 
Raas Garba  

Swapnas 6, 7 and 8 will be given Adesh 
(finalized) during the Bhavana program. 

 
Sunday, 8/20  
Swapna Ceremony 
1 pm – 2 pm at  
Eleanor Roosevelt High School  
7601 Hanover Parkway  
Greenbelt, MD 20770  
 

Monday, 8/21 to Thursday, 8/24  
Lecture 
Morning:  10:30 am – 12 pm 
Evening: 8 pm – 9:30 pm 
 

Friday, 8/25 
Lecture 
Morning: 10:30 am – 12 pm 
 

Samuhik Pratikraman 
Friday, 8/18 through Thursday, 8/24  
6.30 pm at the temple  
Except on Sunday, 8/20 

 

http://jsmw.org/paryushan-daslaxan-2017
http://jsmw.org/event/paryushan-2017
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalasha
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Maximum of 5 families can participate in Gheeboli for any Swapna except for fixed Nakro and Swapna #4 (Lakshmiji) 
and Parna which can have maximum of 10 families. 

During the Swapna ceremony, members will have the honor of carrying each Swapna to the beats of drums and music.   

Swapna Nakro/Boli Location 

1, 2, 3 and 5 Nakro for $601  
(Maximum of 3 families) 

Via email to events@jainsocietydc.org 
by Aug 18, 2017 

6, 7 and 8 Gheeboli during Bhavana August 19, 2017  
8 pm –  9:30 pm 

4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14  
including Parnu, Aarti and 

Mangal Divo 

Gheeboli during Swapna 
Ceremony 

Swapna Ceremony 

Eleanor Roosevelt High School on 
August 20, 2017 

 

× Swami Vatsalya Bhojan (Dinner) 
The Swapna Ceremony program will be followed by Swami 
Vatsalya Bhojan.   
Sponsorships opportunities are available for Swami Vatsalya 
Bhojan (dinner).   

You can sponsor the Swami Vatsalya Bhojan by donating a 
starting amount of $101 (Sadharmik Bhakti Bronze). 
Additional sponsorship options include $251 (Silver), $501 
(Gold), $1,001 (Platinum), and $1,501 (Diamond) levels.   

If you or a group of families wish to sponsor entire Swami 

Vatsalya Bhojan for a donation of $6,001, please send us an email at President@JainSocietyDC.org 

 

× Deravasi Samvatsari Pratikraman on Friday, 8/25 at 3:30 pm: 
The Deravasi Pratikraman will be performed at Mangal Mandir located at 17110 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring 
MD 20905 on Friday, August 25h.  The program will start with a speech by Dr. Falguniben Zaveri from 2:30 – 3:00 pm, 
followed by Gheeboli between 3 -3:30 pm. The Pratikraman program will start at sharp 3:30 pm. After Pratikraman, 
Aarti and Mangal Divo will be performed at Jain Center immediately thereafter. 
 

× Pratikraman in English on Friday, 8/25 at 5 pm:  
Samvatsari Pratikraman in English will be performed at Cloverly Elementary School located at 800 Briggs Chaney Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20905 starting at 5 pm.  

 

× Mothers’ Pratikraman on Friday, 8/25 at Noon:  
All mothers with young kids can now participate in an early Pratikraman at the Jain Center starting at noon. 

 

× Sthanakwasi Samvatsari Pratikraman on Friday, 8/25 at 5:30 pm (Aloyana at 3:30pm) 
Sthanakwasi Samvatsari Pratikraman will be held at the Jain Center. Aloyana will be recited from 3:30 pm to 5:15 pm 
followed by the Pratikraman stating at 5.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

RSVP Online for Swami Vatsalya and 
Sponsorships at 
 
http://jsmw.org/events/swapna-
ceremony-2017  
 

Note: RSVP will end on Thursday, 8/17. 

Your timely RSVP will help JSMW plan 
the event better! 

mailto:events@jainsocietydc.org
http://jsmw.org/events/swapna-ceremony-2017
http://jsmw.org/events/swapna-ceremony-2017
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× Tapasvi Bahuman on Friday, 8/25 at 7 pm:  
Tapasvis (adults doing 3 or more consecutive Upvas, and children doing some Tapasya) will be recognized at the Jain 
Center immediately after Aarti & Mangal Divo (approximately at 7:00 pm).  All members are requested to provide 
names of Tapasvi and their Tapasya by registering their name at a http://jsmw.org/2017-tapasvi-registration.  

 

× Tapasvi Parnas on Saturday, 8/26 at 9 am:  
The parna for Tapasvis will be held at the Jain Center on the morning of Saturday, August 26 commencing at 9 am.  
Various opportunities to sponsor the parna and other activities are available.  We encourage you to please come 
forward and grab this opportunity as soon as you can by sending us an email to President@JainSocietyDC.org. 

 

E Overnight Stay at Jain Center: 
Adult Members (maximum of 15 people) are welcome to stay overnight at the Jain Center during Paryushan and Das 
Lakshan Parva celebrations as per rules and registration information provided in the next paragraph. If you or a 
member of your family would like to stay overnight during Paryushan Parva, please contact Vaishali Chedda at (410) 
564-4758, vaishali.chheda@gmail.com or Savita Jain at 240 784 0140, savita@savitajain.com or Jhalak Mehta at 240-
461-1802, mehta.jhalak@gmail.com. 

 

E Rules and Regulations for Overnight Stay at Jain Center: 
Members of our Jain Society will be allowed to stay overnight at the Jain Center during programs scheduled at Jain 
Center, provided that they (1) sign and submit the Liability Release Form, (2) submit a proof of their medical insurance 
coverage.   Non-members will not be allowed to stay overnight at the Jain Center unless they become member to take 
advantage of this privilege.  

Persons staying at the Jain Center shall maintain the facility in accordance to good safety and hygiene procedures.  
Prior to leaving the facility, all food (cooked or raw) must be removed, and trash must be taken out 

  

A special note from Dr. Falguniben Zaveri  

As Paryusana is time offered to us for internal and 
external TAPAS, Parmatma has given this opportunity 
to lead Jain Society of Metropolitan Washington.  

My proposal to all of you is to practice maximum silent 
MAAUN during these days. It  is difficult for people to 
practice this at home so we can plan and reside at Jain 
Center itself. I will surely be residing at the Jain 
Center.  

Program will be planned in such way that people can 
spend maximum time in Yog Dhyan Kayotsarg, and if you 
do so  as guided by Devguru, one can see MIRACLES in 
life.  

Pranam! 

http://jsmw.org/2017-tapasvi-registration
mailto:President@JainSocietyDC.org
tel:(410)%20564-4758
tel:(410)%20564-4758
mailto:vaishali.chheda@gmail.com
tel:(240)%20784-0140
tel:(240)%20461-1802
tel:(240)%20461-1802
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2. Das Laxan Parva: http://JSMW.Org/paryushan-daslaxan-2017 
 

× Saturday, August 26 through Tuesday, September 5 
Das Laxan Parva will be celebrated this year from August 26 to September 5. We will have the pleasure of having Dr. 
Falguni Zaveri as the speaker during the Das Laxan Parva. The topic of Pravachans is yet to be determined. As it has 
become a customary since last few years, a Mandal Vidhan Puja will be organized on one of the days of Das Laxan 
Parva.  

Please RSVP for lunch online at http://jsmw.org/events/daslaxan-2017  

 

3. Today's Women Group - Yoga, Meditation Session & Breakfast Competition, 8/13 
JSMW’s Women group have organized a Yoga session and Breakfast competition at Jain Center on August 13 from 8:30 am 

to 11:30 am.  It will be a family event starting with Yoga, Cardio & Meditation session for 1 hour followed by Healthy Breakfast 

Competition. 

The competition is for age 9 to 25+ and in three different categories.  To compete in the Healthy Breakfast Competition, 

please register at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3B9D62J by August 8th (extended due to popular demand) Please 

reach todayswomen@jainsocietydc.org or Shilpa Manoj Shah at 410.292.0814 for more details. 

 

4. Guest Speaker: Tarlaben Doshi – Monday, 9/18 through Thursday, 9/21 
We are very glad to inform you that Tarlaben Doshi has kindly agreed to visit our Jain Center and bless us with Pravachans 
starting from Monday, September 18, 2017 to Thursday, September 21, 2017 between 8:15 and 9:30 pm. Please plan to 
attend her lecture series accordingly. 

5. JSMW Annual General Body Meeting and Elections – Sunday, 12/3/2017 
Please save the date for the JSMW Annual General Body meeting which will be scheduled for Sunday, December 3, 
2017.   Further details with time, location and agenda will be provided in upcoming communications.  Please make 
sure JSMW secretary has your current email address.  

 

 

  

Das Laxan Event Timings 
 

Saturday 8/26 and Sunday 8/27 
Abhishek, Puja: 9:30 am to 11 am  
Pravachan:  11:15 am to 12:15 
pm 
Followed by lunch 

Saturday, 9/2 
Parshwanath  
Mandal Vidhan Puja:  9 am to Noon 
Followed by lunch 

Tuesday, 9/5:  
Pratikraman:  5 pm  
Followed by Aarti 

Monday, 8/28 – Friday, 9/1 
Aarti: 7:30 pm 
Pravachan: 8 to 9 pm 

Sunday, 9/3 and Monday, 9/4:  
Abhishek, Puja: 9:30 am to 11 am  
Pravachan: 11:15 am to 12:15 
pm  
Followed by lunch  

 

http://jsmw.org/paryushan-daslaxan-2017
http://jsmw.org/events/daslaxan-2017
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RECENT EVENTS 

1. Mahavir Janma Kalyanak: April 22, 2017 
Program Led By: Vishal Mehta, Monica Shah  

Mahavir Janma Kalyanak was celebrated on April 22nd at Springbrook High School starting at 1 pm.  Pathshala students 
and JSMW adults preformed wonderfully choreographed dances.  Mesmerizing performances by the crew of the 
drama depicting interactions of Queen Chelna, Lord Mahavir’s masi, left the audience spellbound and struck an 
emotional cord with many viewers.  The MJK performances were followed by Swamivatsalya dinner and an evening of 
socializing amongst JSMW members and well-wishers.  

 
2. Girnar Poojan: April 29- 30, 2017 

The two Maha Poojans were performed during the weekend of April 29 - 30, 2017.  Girnar Poojan was performed for 
the first time at our Derasar.  Siddhachakra Poojan was also performed.  Both Poojans were performed by Nirav 
Sanghvi (Kadiwala), grandson of famous poojan performer (Late) Babubhai Kadiwala.   

Attendees and participants celebrated the completion of the poojans with the Swami Vatsalya Dinner.  

 
3. DC Central Kitchen - May 13, 2017 

The DC Kitchen event was very successfully performed by an army of 45+ JSMW volunteers. At the DC Central Kitchen 

JSMW volunteers prepared Jain meals for 4,500+ needy people, and this effort saved hundreds of lives by serving Jain 

food.  This event was a great example of “talking and walking” the Jain principle of Ahimsa (Non Violence). 

 
4. New Temple Khanan Vidhi Program:  June 9, 2017 through June 11, 2017 

Program Led By: Harshid Shah 
 
I would like to take this moment to personally Thank You all for your continued support and guidance.   All the 
dedication and hard work by you all resulted in a successful completion of the Khanan Vidhi Program. 
 
It sets the foundation for the next events (i.e. Shilanyas and Pratishta) and collectively, we can make it better.  Looking 
forward to Shilanyas in 2018. 
 
As Mahatma Gandhi has said, “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others", Khanan Vidhi 
Program brought all the members of our Society together as a United Group with one common GOAL of "Building Our 
New Derasar".  Let's build upon the success and continue the hard work together. 
 

In closing of the Khanan Vidhi program, the draft "Income/Expense Details" as of July 5th 2017 is below.   Final data 
will be presented by JSMW Treasurer at the next annual General Body Meeting. 
 

Summary Estimated Actual Comments 

Income Total  $305,369.00   $263,256.00  Achieved 86.21% of the estimated income target 

Expense Total  $74,800.00   $43,686.02  Saved 41.60% against estimated expense 

Net  $230,569.00   $219,569.98  Achieved 95.23% of the net income target 
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Sincere thank you to all the volunteers for their dedicated support in making this event a grand success. Please find 
the names of all volunteers along with the committee names: 
 

JAIN SOCIETY OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON - KHANAN VIDHI PROGRAM JUNE 9 – 11, 2017 
Khanan Vidhi Program Lead/Coordinator: Harshid Shah Underlined names are the Core Team Liaison 

Core Team 
Swetambar Committee 

Digambar 
Committee 

Sthanakvasi 
Committee 

Legal 

Pravin Dand Sushil Jain Mina Shah Pravin Dand 

Arvind Shah Atul Shah Ravi Kasliwal Bhupesh Mehta Michelle LaRocca 

Harshid Shah Kamlesh Shah Sushil Jain Mina Shah   

Manoj Dharamsi Kanu Doshi   Sharad Doshi   

Mina Shah Paresh Shah    Volunteers 

Pavan Zaveri     Sahil Shah 

Pravin Dand       

Sushil Jain         

Photography/Videos 
Poojan/Vidhi 
Setup/Prep,  

Vidhikar 
Decoration Team First Aid India Items 

Harshid Shah Manoj Dharamsi Harshid Shah Harshid Shah Pavan Zaveri 

Addison Stuck Arti Chokshi Arti Chokshi Raju Shah Arvind Shah 

Ashok Shah Hemangini Shah Bhavna Mehta Troop 1941 Scouts Manna Shah 

Keval Shah Jyoti Doshi Dinesh Mehta Jon Stuck Manoj Dharamsi 

Manan Shah Kamlesh Shah Kavita Modi Donna Stuck Pavan Zaveri 

Manohar Hegde Kanta Dharamsi Manoj Shah Addison Stuck Shilpa Shah 

Mason Stuck Kanti Gangar Narendatta Khona Mason Stuck   

Sara Jain Kanu Doshi Nilesh Shah     

Shubham Patil Manoj Dharamsi Paresh Modi     

Yashvi Shah Mona Shah Shilpa Shah     

  Nayna Mehta      

  Shailesh Shah       

Fliers/Postcards Website/RSVP/Comm. Shuttle Services Front Desk/Finance 
Tents/Stage/Venue/ 

Security 

Pavan Zaveri Sushil Jain Sushil Jain 
Harshid Shah / 

Pravin Dand 
Pavan Zaveri /  

Sushil Jain 

Harshid Shah Harshid Shah Navin Vora Dipak Shah Harshid Shah 

Sandeep Mehta Mehul Doshi Tapan Shah Harshid Shah Navin Vora 

  Pavan Zaveri  Pragnesh Shah Paresh Shah 

  Rahul Jain      

  Sandeep Mehta       

WrapUp/CleanUp 
Sat/Sun Overall Setup 

 (Including Model) 
Wristbands/Site 

Flags 
New Temple Site 

Prep. 
Food/Catering 

Arvind Shah Core Team Harshid Shah 
Arvind Shah / 
Harshid Shah 

Harshid Shah 

Arti Shah Harshid Shah Dimple Doshi Anil Pandya Ajit Chokshi 

Harshid Shah Harshil Jain Dipak Shah Ashok Shah Alpa Shah 
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Hemangini Shah Hemangini Shah Harshid Shah Harshid Shah Chetan Ajmera 

Kamlesh Shah Jinal Shah Nimesh Chedda Jinal Shah Dimple Doshi 

Manna Shah Jyoti Doshi Pavan Zaveri Narendatta Khona Dinesh Shah 

Narendatta Khona Kavita Modi Pinkesh Shah Nitin Sogani Hitesh Shah 

Navin Vora Keval Shah Pragnesh Shah Pavan Zaveri Jatin Shah 

Nilesh Shah Narendatta Khona Sandeep Mehta Pinkesh Shah Jignesh Shah 

Pavan Zaveri Navin Vora Sharad Doshi Pragnesh Shah Mitul Shah 

Rahul Jain Nimesh Chedda  Rajan Shah Moksh Shah 

Sahil Shah Pavan Zaveri  Sandeep Mehta Nilesh Shah 

Sandeep Mehta Pinkesh Shah  Sanjay Jain Paresh Modi 

Sonal Ajmera Rahul Jain  Viral Shah Pinkesh Shah 

Sonal Shah Rupal Desai    Prem Doshi 

Swetal Shah Sahil Shah    Rajan Shah 

Vishal Mehta Shripal Shah    Rasik Parekh 

  Viral Shah    Sanjay Shah 

  Vishal Mehta    Saurabh Shah 

       Sharad Doshi 

       Shripal Shah 

        Swetal Shah 

   

5. Jain Youth Exchange Program:  Wednesday, July 5, 2017 through Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

Program Led By: Keyuri and Janak Rajani 
 

On Wednesday, July 5th, a delegation of twelve Jain youths, six boys and six girl leaders, arrived in Washington, D.C., 
embarking on a seven-day journey in and around the nation’s Capital.  Their tour started off with a photo opportunity 
during day time at various spots in and around Washington, DC: White House, Supreme Court, Library of Congress, 
Washington Monument, U.S. Capitol, U.S. Mint, Smithsonian Museums, Pentagon Memorial, Iwo Jima Memorial, 
National Harbor, etc.  They also participated in a collaborative dialogue with the officers from Humane Society of the 
US and the Asian American Hotel Owners Association.  Through an impromptu meeting, the youth leaders got a chance 
to meet a White House Special Assistant for Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships and discuss some of the issues 
impacting faith based religions nationwide and around the globe, including a recent killing of a Muslim teenager in 
Virginia during the holy days of Ramadan. 

The group was fortunate enough to view the July 4th related fireworks in Howard County, MD as well as visit the Lincoln 
Memorial during night time to understand the history that created this great nation.  Through an interfaith dialogue 
at a local Cambodian Temple and at the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community Center, the youth leaders were able to better 
understand the commonalities that existed between other religions around us and our very own Jain religion.  They 
attended the Panch Kalyanak Pooja organized at our Jain Center where they were welcomed by our dedicated 
members.  After the pooja, several members stayed back to participate in a very interesting round table format 
discussion about the motive that brought those families in the USA, as well as some of the struggles they encountered 
in the past.  Each days’ events were followed by nightly discussions about what they saw tied in with Jainism and living 
an effective “Jain Way of Life.”  These youths had a lot of great ideas and questions that challenged our thought process 
at times.  It was a great cultural exchange between these youth leaders from India and our own youth here in the US.  
Additionally, these leaders showed off their superb talents at the Karaoke night by singing along the notes of several 
Hindi songs.  Overall, it was a memorable and educative trip for all involved.  

We thank the entire team that pulled this program together in a very short notice.  In particular, we would like to 
thank specifically Keyuri & Janak Rajani for leading the taskforce this year, hosting this delegation at their home and 
offering them a diverse cuisine every day as well as Jhalak & Sandeep Mehta to invite these delegates and other 
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members to their home for viewing the fireworks from the comfort of their deck while eating mouthwatering desserts 
at the same time.  A special thank you goes out to all our dedicated volunteers including Meenal & Pavan Zaveri, Sushil 
& Asha Jain, Minal & Pinkesh Shah, Shilpa & Manoj Shah, Ripal & Sahil Shah, Savita & Rahul Jain, Rupa & Jayesh Mehta, 
Mily Mehta, Darshan Shah, Akhil Ajmera, Arti Choxi, and their families.  Also, we thank the JYOC team, in particular: 
Deesha Ajmera, Sara Jain, Yashvi Shah, Rushil Shah, and Ajit Choxi who shared their time and talents with these young 
delegates!  Without the outstanding support and dedication from these volunteers, the execution of this task would 
not have been the same for sure. 

6. JAINA Convention Edison, NJ – June 30 through July 4, 2017 
More than 100 members attended the JAINA convention in Edison, NJ.  JSMW had a truly prominent presence at the 
convention in all aspects: from sweeping the Jains Got Talent show, to intense performances by JSMW kids for the Jain 
Academic Bowl national competition, to stepping up to take on volunteering tasks for the JAINA convention itself – 
JSMW members left their mark.  The 3D model display of our new Temple was well received by convention attendees 
from all over the US, creating fundraising opportunities from future potential donors. 

ON-GOING EVENTS 

Following are the details of the ongoing programs at the Jain Center: 

¶ Bi-weekly Sunday School Pathshala from September to June.  Please contact our Director of Education, Monica 
Shah at Education@JainSocietyDC.org or 443-306-9955. 

¶ Adult religious classes are also held in parallel with Sunday school.  Please contact Dr. Atul Shah at 301-274-0319, 
or Pravin Dand at 301-384-3367 for more information. 

¶ Kesar/Chandan Poojan each Saturday - at 10:00 am. 

¶ Snatra Pooja on 2nd Sunday of each month – at 10:30 am. followed by lunch. 

¶ Dev Shastra Guru Pooja on 4th Sunday of each month – at 10:00 am to Noon followed by lunch. 

¶ Namokar Mantra Jaap followed by Kesar Pooja on last Saturday of each month - at 9:00 am. 

 

WAYS TO DONATE: STOCKS, UNITED WAY, ETC. 
Four ways to maximize your 2016 Gift to JSMW for year-end tax benefits for yourself and Charitable organization 
JSMW. 

 

1. Receive a tax deduction with a cash gift: 

Deduct up to 50% of your AGI if you itemize deductions.  When cash gifts exceed this limit, carry over the excess 
donation for up to five additional years. 
Various ways to make cash donation to JSMW: 

¶ Mail Check payable to ‘JSMW’ at  

JSMW 
P.O. Box 4548 
Silver Spring, MD 20914 

¶ Pay online using your credit card, debit card, or your checking account information via PayPal using following 

link. 

http://jsmw.org/donations/ 

¶ Contact our treasurer, Pragnesh Shah, at 301-305-4261 to make donation using credit card. 
 

2. Avoid capital gains tax with a gift to JSMW of appreciated securities: 

Claim a federal income tax charitable deduction for the full appreciated value of the securities held for more than 
one year up to 30% of your AGI.  If the value exceeds this limit, carry over the excess deduction for up to five years.  
There will be no capital gains tax for the gifted securities. 
 

mailto:Education@JainSocietyDC.org
http://jsmw.org/donations/
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3. Make a gift and receive income: 

Consider a charitable gift annuity or a charitable remainder trust.   Both produce an immediate income tax 
deduction for the charitable vale of your gift and income payments that can start immediately or in the future.  
Additional benefits apply if your gift is funded with appreciated securities. 
 

4. IRA charitable Rollover: 

If you are 70 ½ or older, you can transfer up to $100,000 directly from a traditional IRA to the JSMW.  The 
distribution counts towards some or all of IRA’s required minimum distribution (RMD) and the transfer is excluded 
from taxable income. 
 

For making gift to JSMW using stocks/securities directly to JSMW account from your brokerage account using method 
B, C or D you will need to provide following information to your financial institution  

¶ Name of Broker / Clearing Firm:  NFS (National Financial Services)  

¶ Name of the Account: Jain Society of Metropolitan Washington (JSMW) 

¶ Account number: STL-157090 

¶ DTC Number: 0226 

¶ Phone Number:  800-747-6111 
 

If you have any additional questions for item B, C or D, please feel free to call JSMW broker Raju Desai at 410-992-
4904 or email him at r.sdesai@yahoo.com and mention JSMW. 

 

BRAIN TEASER - WORD SEARCH 
 

Time to complete:   

Excellent  < 5 minutes 

Very Good  < 8 minutes 

Good   < 12 minutes 

Fair  < 15 minutes 

 

  

mailto:r.sdesai@yahoo.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT Pragnesh Shah (Treasurer) & Dipak Shah (Joint Treasurer) 

Dear JSMW members and other donors,  

Following is a list of all donations received between November 1, 2016 and July 31, 2017.  Jain Society of 
Metropolitan Washington sincerely appreciates your generous donations.  Please check the below list, if we have 
missed anyone's name or if you find any error, please do let us know by sending an email to 
Treasurer@JainSocietyDC.org. 

 

$10,000 or more 

Ashish & Shilpa Jain $ 21,100  Kanu & Jyoti Doshi $ 11,241  Anand & Monica Desai  $ 10,001   

Saurabh Dalal $ 16,694  
Pragneshkumar &  
Sonal Shah 

$ 10,708  Kevin & Helma Irving  $ 10,001   

Sushil & Asha Jain $ 11,451  Dr. Manoj & Kanta Dharamsi $ 10,363  Nemichand & Hemlata Jain  $ 10,000   

$5,000 or more  

V & B Shah, LLC $ 8,536  Pavan & Meenal Zaveri $ 5,723  Meena L Shah  $ 5,125   

Pravin & Veena Dand $ 6,802  Chetan & Sonal Ajmera $ 5,678  Manu & Niru Shah  $ 5,101   

Shetul & Shital Shah $ 6,656  Parthav & Sheetal Jailwala $ 5,429  Sandeep Gangar  $ 5,101   

Kantilal & Meeta Gangar $ 6,645  Paresh & Shilpa Shah $ 5,318  Nilesh & Rupal Shah  $ 5,052   

Amit & Harshada Patani $ 6,452  Gyan & Kumi Shah $ 5,201  Jignesh & Nehal Goda  $ 5,000   

$1,000 or more 

Gita K. & Kamlesh C. Shah Trs $ 4,710  Gulab & Rekha Shah $ 2,500  Saurabh & Priya Jain  $ 1,337   

Nilesh & Manna Shah $ 4,635  Seema Shah $ 2,500  Nimesh & Vaishali Chheda  $ 1,215   

Sahil & Ripal Shah $ 3,889  Chirag H Kapadia $ 2,052  Pradhuman & Laxmi Zaveri  $ 1,202   

Allap & Sheetal Shah $ 3,509  Sanat & Sunita Mehta $ 2,001  Swetal & Darshini Shah  $ 1,173   

Dilip & Kusum Dharamsi $ 3,204  Sailesh & Mona Shah $ 1,985  Rajesh & Sujata Vora  $ 1,158   

Arvind & Sanyukta Shah $ 3,202  Ashok & Mina Shah $ 1,903  Vishal & Shweta Jain  $ 1,156   

Jayesh & Rupa Mehta $ 3,201  Dimple & Rupal Doshi $ 1,855  Ashok & Pallavi Shah  $ 1,152   

Vishal & Mily Mehta $ 3,145  Jay & Rakhi Jariwala $ 1,799  Anupam & Mainaki Shah  $ 1,101   

Narendra & Charu Parekh $ 3,102  Tushar & Nishma Shah $ 1,730  Ruchi Jain  $ 1,101   

Sharad & Sonal Doshi $ 3,028  Mahaveer & Anitha Nabiraj $ 1,720  
Ajay Kumar & Chandna 
Jain 

 $ 1,051   

ADI Project Services Inc $ 3,001  Sandeep & Jhalak Mehta $ 1,717  Prasanth & Nirmala Jain  $ 1,021   

Narendra And Sushila Jain 
Foundation 

$ 3,001  Ajit & Shilpa Shah $ 1,702  Sanjit & Puja Shah  $ 1,006   

Subhash & Arti Choxi $ 2,911  Sudhir & Shraddha Patni $ 1,690  Adinath & Aruna Patil  $ 1,001   

Pratixa Khona $ 2,904  Hiranya & Anupa Maru $ 1,669  Jagdish & Sarala Doshi  $ 1,001   

Hemen & Bela Gandhi $ 2,901  Kirit & Bharti Khajuria $ 1,653  Kishore D Tolia  $ 1,001   

Pulkit Gangwal $ 2,817  Sunil & Pallavi Dharamsi $ 1,651  Parag & Jyotindra Mehta  $ 1,001   

Jigar & Archana Shah $ 2,810  Raju & Monica Shah $ 1,545 Deepak & Sunila Merchant  $ 1,000   

Sanjay & Swati Jain $ 2,600  Amrish & Sejal Gangar $ 1,500  Hashmukh & Sudha Shah  $ 1,000   

Jigar Jitendra Shah $ 2,551  Paresh & Kavita  Modi $ 1,450  Himanshu Mehta  $ 1,000   

Akhil & Renuka Jain $ 2,520  Hetal & Palak Shah $ 1,415  Jitendra Kotadia  $ 1,000   

Kantilal & Bhagwanti Jain $ 2,501  Rita S. Jain $ 1,402    

Surendra & Mrudula Shah $ 2,501  Jatin & Parul Jain $ 1,350    

mailto:Treasurer@JainSocietyDC.org
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$1 or more 

Umit & Sonal Shah $ 951  Mannan & Monali Shah $ 310  Kamlesh & Arti Shah  $ 125   

Janak & Keyuri Rajani $ 905  Rakhi D. Modi $ 306  Nikunj & Prachi Shah  $ 125   

Sheetal Ray $ 900  Ramesh & Priti Mehta $ 303  Smitesh & Jigna Sheth  $ 125   

Neel K. & Sejal Vaidya $ 886  Akshay & Ashvi Mehta $ 302  Your Cause  $ 125   

Bijal And Jigisha Shah $ 879  Harsukh & Rekha Kamani $ 301  Kamlesh & Chandrika Shah  $ 122   

Nilesh & Megha Doshi $ 851  Krunal & Darsha Desai $ 301  Jagdish & Saroj Shah  $ 121   

Bhavesh & Ketki Maisheri $ 850  Pawan & Nisha Jain $ 301  Damini Jain  $ 115   

Ashish & Jallika Tolia $ 847  Vishal & Shimoli Parekh $ 301  Reena Young  $ 111   

Shilpa Udani $ 816  
Jason A. Wampler & Lisa 
Vora 

$ 300  Jinal Shah  $ 108   

Kaushal & Hemali Shah $ 808  Jatin & Alpa Nagda $ 300  Viral Shah  $ 108   

Prakash & Ameeta Sanghvi $ 802  Manan And Monali Shah $ 300  Amit Soni & Pooja Jain  $ 101   

Jasvant & Urmila Doshi $ 766  Shripal Shah & Ami Banker $ 286  Arvind & Rama Desai  $ 101   

Kiran & Sharmila Mehta $ 763  Vikram N. Shah $ 277  Bhadresh & Shefali Dhila  $ 101   

Jatin & Toral Shah $ 752  Jimmy & Jigna Shah $ 276  Harak & Nalini Gala  $ 101   

Nitin & Meeta Sogani $ 751  Kiran & Manju Shah $ 275  Hasmukh & Varsha Mehta  $ 101   

Verizon For Shefali Dalal $ 750  Deepak Dutia $ 270  Jashwant & Urmila Shah  $ 101   

Sanjay & Indu Jain $ 735  Dhawal A. Vora $ 253  Jayesh & Rekha Sanghvi  $ 101   

Megha Tatiya $ 709  Nimit A. Shah $ 251  Jjayvanti N Shah  $ 101   

Tejas & Sangita Doshi $ 700  
Rashmikant & Avantika 
Amroliwala 

$ 251  
Kamini P Reddy & Neeraj 
Badjatia 

 $ 101   

Mahesh & Sherry Sheth $ 675  Saurabh & Neha Shah $ 251  Kirit & Alpa Shah  $ 101   

Harshid & Hemangini Shah $ 668 Yogendra & Rupa Sheth $ 251  
Manchand & Nirmala 
Maloo 

 $ 101   

Mradung Palrecha $ 666  Gautam A. & Dipa Rattehalli $ 250  Paras & Chandni Shah  $ 101   

Devang & Rani Ajmera $ 653  Pratik.A.Shah $ 250  Pinkesh Jain  $ 101   

Nilay & Namita Shah $ 650  
Rockville Academy Shamit 
Management 

$ 250  Sandip Shah (Parshwa Inc)  $ 101   

Bhavesh & Chhaya Shah $ 626  Gautam & Dhruti Shah $ 243  Shanti & Urmila Shah  $ 101   

Bhushan & Abha Parekh $ 620  Hitesh & Jyoti Shah $ 232  Taraben And Shefali Dhila  $ 101   

Manoj & Shilpa Shah $ 602  Pratik & Nirali Shah $ 231  Amit & Deepty Bhansali  $ 100   

Vinod Singhai and Seema Jain $ 602  Vishal Jain $ 231  Bachubhai & Hansa Ajmera  $ 100   

Rasik & Kalpana Parekh $ 601  Pratik & Krupa Shah $ 228  Bansari Shah  $ 100   

Nitin B. & Chandrika Parekh $ 600  Arvind & Nayana Mehta $ 225  Bhavesh & Nita Shah  $ 100   

Vipul & Nilima Shah $ 586 Rishi & Shilpa Dharamsey $ 225  Bhupendra & Kokila Mehta  $ 100   

Ashok & Nayana Gangar $ 575  Kishor & Shushila Shah $ 202  Desai Dental Care  $ 100   

Rahul & Savita Jain $ 560  Mitul & Padma Shah $ 202  Dhaval Gunisetty  $ 100   

Bhupesh & Pallavi Babu $ 551  Andrea M Resser $ 201  Erin Echelmeyer  $ 100   

Kalpesh & Nita Shah $ 550  Bhupendra & Surekha Shah $ 201  Harendra & Dipti Shah  $ 100   

Ajay & Reshma Palvia $ 540  Narendra & Datta Khona $ 201  Hasmukh & Sudha Shah  $ 100   

Jatin & Ami Shah $ 520  Pankaj & Smita Shah $ 201  Jadhavji & Meena Gangar  $ 100   

Bhavik & Shrutee Shah $ 516  Sandip And Jeenal Shah $ 201  Jignesh & Jaimini Shah  $ 100   

Chintan & Pinky Fafadia $ 513  
Mehta FNDN Tust C/O 
Prakash Mehta 

$ 200  Kanu & Lata Patel  $ 100   

Jaimini Shah $ 510  Nikung Shah $ 200  Karen Louis  $ 100   
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Sachinkumar. S. Shah $ 502  Pinkesh & Minal Shah $ 200  Kartik J Desai  $ 100   

Alkesh & Rushina Vipani $ 501  Vikas & Ruchi Jain $ 200  Neeraj Udeshi  $ 100   

Dharmishta S Galliara $ 501  Dipak & Nila Shah $ 178  Nimit And Dhara Shah  $ 100   

Jain Society Of Greater Cleavland $ 501  Dipa Sheth $ 165  R. H & Rekha Chheda   $ 100   

Sunil & Seema Jain $ 501  
Americam Mortage 
Investment Service 

$ 151  Raman & Sheela Ruia  $ 100   

Anand Jain $ 500  Anitha Ananthanarayanan $ 151  
Revive Physical Therapy 
LLC 

 $ 100   

Mehul & Ami Doshi $ 500  Arnik & Vivamy Kapadia $ 151  Shreeji Trading Corp  $ 100   

Satish P. Shah $ 500  Dilip & Leena Parikh $ 151  Vijay & Khushali Chheda  $ 100   

Parag & Nirali Mehta $ 496  Kishor & Damyanti Goda $ 151  Vinod & Charu Jain  $ 100   

Palak & Janki Shah $ 466  Niti Jain $ 151  Hetal Shah  $ 96   

Kamlesh & Gita Shah $ 450  Parakh Jain $ 151  Kapil & Richa Shah  $ 85   

Rokin & Sweta Gala $ 450  Pathik Shah $ 151  United Way  $ 82  

Vishal & Surbhi Salgia $ 435  Rashmi & Madhvi Doshi $ 151  Divyang & Kina Shah  $ 82   

Pramathesh & Minaxi Broker $ 432  Bhupesh & Yash Mehta $ 150  Pankaj & Avani Presswala  $ 77  

Ajaykumar S. Mallesha $ 429  Christopher Steinweg $ 150  
Daksha Shah & Nisha 
Malhotra 

 $ 51   

Parash & Rina Shah $ 422  
Clue Drive Development 
Group LLC 

$ 150  Dipen Chabra  $ 51   

Pinkesh Shah $ 406  Dhairya J. Shah $ 150  Girish & Kokila Parikh  $ 51   

Nayan & Jyotsana Shah $ 405  H Bhatt $ 150  Manish & Nirmala Vora  $ 51   

Sudhir & Dharini Khona $ 403  
Kiddie Academy Of 
Gaithersburg 

$ 150  Pankajkumar Golecha  $ 51   

Parimal & Shefali Dalal $ 402  Navin & Nirmala Vora $ 150  Sanjay Kumar Jain  $ 51   

Viren & Anila Shah $ 402  Ojas D Shah $ 150  Shipra Mutreja  $ 51   

Pramod & Kalpana Singhai $ 401  Palav & Indu Jain $ 150  Branda J Young  $ 50   

Gautham & Bijal Shah $ 378  Praveen & Sunita Jain $ 150  Chris Kohout  $ 50   

Vikas Nahar $ 376  Seema Jain $ 150  Kshanila Gandhi  $ 50   

Kailash & Anita Gangar $ 375  Sheel & Tejal Lodaya $ 150  Pooja Mehta  $ 50   

Nea Maloo $ 375  
Sumil Shah Foundation For 
Children 

$ 150  Priya Rajan  $ 50   

Vijay Chheda $ 375  Yale University $ 150  Raju & Rupal Desai  $ 50   

Prashant & Rupal Udeshi $ 351  Kalpesh & Komal Shah $ 147  
Nayan & Kashmira 
Vaywala 

 $ 25   

Autumn Dhanote & Nidhi Jain $ 350  Mahesh & Ramila Shah $ 132  Bhairavi Youngblood  $ 21   

Tapan & Sonal Shah $ 330  Ashish Mehta $ 125  Devyaniben A Shah  $ 21   

Manohar & Kalpana Hegde $ 325  IRA Education LLC $ 125    
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2017 Calendar of Events 

 

Date Program/Location 

Sun, 8/13 [8:30 am to 11:30 am] Women's Group Yoga & Breakfast Competition – Jain Center 

Sun, 8/13 [11:30 am to 12:30 pm] Youth General Body Meeting and Elections – Jain Center 

Fri, 8/18 through Fri, 8/25 Paryushan Parva Celebrations with Dr. Falguniben Zaveri – Jain Center 

Sun, 8/20 [1 pm onwards] 
Swapna Ceremony, Eleanor Roosevelt High School,  
7601 Hanover Parkway, Greenbelt, MD 20770 

Sat, 8/26 through Mon, 9/5 Das Laxan Parva Celebrations – Jain Center 

Mon, 8/14, Tue, 8/15 [8:30 pm to 10 pm] Shasan Prabhavak Manishadidi & Swatididi Lectures – Jain Center 

Mon, 9/18 through Thur, 9/21 [8:15 pm - 9:30 pm] Guest Speaker - Tarlaben Doshi – Jain Center 

Sunday, 12/3/17   -  Time/Location TBD JSMW Annual General Body Meeting and Elections 

 


